From: Filings

To: Scott Zanzig; Elaine Maneck
Subject: Fw: Docket No. CC-2025-OGR-01-005 public comment
Date: Monday, December 22, 2025 8:38:02 PM

Attachments: - ——— N

Get Outlook for iOS

From: shelley brock <sbrock4idaho@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, December 22, 2025 7:46:49 PM

To: Filings <filings@oah.idaho.gov>

Subject: Docket No. CC-2025-OGR-01-005 public comment

CAUTION: This email originated outside the State of Idaho network. Verify links and attachments
BEFORE you click or open, even if you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your agency
service desk with any concerns.

Please add the attached document in its entirety to the record for Docket No. CC-2025-OGR-
01-005. This document provides evidence of Snake River Oil and Gas's history of
irresponsible operations in Idaho, specifically their failure to prevent the ongoing release of
illegal hazardous emissions from their oil and gas facilities in Payette County and to take
accountability for their actions despite repeated NOV's from EPA over a period of many years.
Given their record we respectfully ask that you deny this integration application that would
preface the drilling of a hydrocarbon well in the middle of Fruitland City just a couple hundred
feet from homes, schools and businesses.

This industry is the largest industrial source of emissions of volatile organic
compounds (VOCs), a group of chemicals that contribute to the formation of ground-
level ozone. Exposure to ozone is linked to a wide range of health effects, including
aggravated asthma, increased emergency room visits and hospital admissions, and
premature death. In addition to helping form ozone, VOC emissions from the oil and
gas industry include air toxics such as benzene, ethylbenzene, and n-hexane, also
come from this industry. Air toxics are pollutants known, or suspected of causing
cancer and other serious health effects.

Allowing this activity in the middle of a high density residential area could have deadly
consequences for Fruitland citizens. We are depending upon you to protect this community.
Thank you.

Regards,

Shelley Brock

President, Board of Directors - C.A.L.A.
Citizens Allied for Integrity and Accountability
Eagle, Idaho

208-559-6127
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CAIA Utilizes Infrared Technology - Exposes Illegal Toxic Emissions Spewing Unchecked for Years from Idaho Oil & Gas Operations

 


Watchdog group says corporate negligence and epic regulatory failure continue to endanger health and safety of Idahoans and environment 

 


As part of their continuing efforts to protect Idaho residents from irresponsible oil and gas operations in residential areas, the Idaho non-profit Citizens Allied for Integrity and Accountability (CAIA) toured Payette County in late May of this year with a representative from Earthworks to monitor for potentially dangerous emissions from Payette County oil and gas facilities owned and operated by Arkansas-based Snake River Oil and Gas (SROG) and their sister company Idaho Midstream (IM).


 


ITC-certified optical gas imaging thermographer Andrew Klooster is based in Denver, Colorado, where he routinely monitors oil and gas production operations for Earthworks, a non-profit that works across the US and abroad to protect air, water and land, and ensure healthy communities and corporate accountability.  On May 26, 2023, Klooster recorded concerning OGI (optical gas imaging) footage revealing significant, hazardous emissions being released at SROG and IM’s Little Willow Road and Highway 30 gas processing facilities in Payette County. OGI cameras are specially designed infrared cameras that contain filters allowing them to identify hydrocarbon pollutants such as methane and other volatile organic compounds (VOC’s), including cancer causing chemicals invisible to the human eye. These cameras are a proven monitoring technology utilized by the US EPA, state regulatory agencies, and the oil and gas industry to detect emissions from leaks and malfunctions at oil and gas facilities. 


Following the discovery of these uncontrolled hydrocarbon emissions from SROG facilities, CAIA filed formal complaints with Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) against the 2 aforementioned facilities based on its finding. Despite compelling footage of active, ongoing pollution, DEQ has not taken any action, instead referring Idaho citizens to the federal EPA for action. CAIA was informed that the Idaho DEQ only has authority to review SROG’s paperwork, and that it does not have either the expertise or the authority to enforce environmental laws prohibiting or limiting the discharge of natural gas, methane, or other hazardous substances coming from oil and gas wells or treatment facilities.

In response to media coverage of CAIA’s complaint Snake River Oil and Gas co-owner Richard Brown asserted, “We are unaware of this report and we do not feel it is prudent to comment on any report that does not pertain to our facilities. We work closely with Idaho regulators to ensure we are operating above and beyond industry standards.”

Idaho Oil and Gas Conservation Commissioner (IOGCC) Jennifer Riebe responded publicly that: “There are multiple state agencies that ensure the integrity of the gas wells including the Department of Environmental Quality, Department of Water Resources, and the (Idaho) Department of Lands. DEQ oversees air quality and thus regulates emissions. IDL staff regularly inspect the wells and processing facilities. If a leak were detected, the Department would require actions to bring the facilities into compliance. The inspections so far in 2023 have not indicated any violations. There are no known leaks or complaints against Snake River Oil and Gas at this time.” 

 


Immediately upon receiving DEQ’s response to their complaint, CAIA requested public records from EPA pertaining to multiple violations the federal agency had reportedly uncovered at these same 2 facilities back in 2020. In September CAIA received the first set of responses from EPA. The records show that EPA had collected their own OGI evidence which, clear back in 2018, had uncovered countless, serious violations of multiple regulatory laws that have allowed dangerous emissions to spew uninterrupted from both of the facilities in question for at least half a decade now. The recently disclosed records show that EPA had sent repeated notifications of these violations directly to Arkansas-based SROG co-owner and manager Richard Brown and his partner Chris Weiser (Idaho Midstream, LLC) as well as to their predecessor companies on 05/20/2020, 04/30/2019 and 01/07/2020, but received no response from the operators.

Surprisingly, shortly after media reports of CAIA’s complaint surfaced, public records show that IDL conducted a prompt inspection of the H30 plant in question and documented for the first time in the agency’s posted history that the facility was ‘out of compliance’ due to hazardous emissions leaking from multiple sources. 


CAIA President Shelley Brock asserts “Idaho citizens are incensed by state officials who continue to make false claims that Idaho oil and gas operators are strictly policed and that they are following all protective rules and laws when the evidence both from CAIA and the EPA shows that the oil industry has ignored the law and any attempts to hold it accountable, and they have been allowed to continue operating illegally for years.” 


 

According to Klooster, “The Notice Of Violation (NOV) from EPA indicates that there was evidence of uncontrolled emissions from storage tanks at both Little Willow and the H30 Gas Processing Plant in 2018. This evidence provided by EPA coincides with the uncontrolled emissions we filmed at both facilities this spring many years later, which suggests that what we documented may highlight ongoing, unaddressed issues. It also suggests that Snake River and Idaho Midstream have been aware of issues with the storage tanks in the past and that our investigation may have exposed a longstanding pattern of negligence. What we have uncovered here just confirms that, as usual, this industry continues to benefit from lax oversight that focuses primarily on self-reporting and voluntary compliance.”

 


On October 12, 2023, a natural gas pipeline exploded in Middleton, Idaho, resulting in a call to evacuate the town of 10,000 people. While the gas processing facilities that CAIA found to be discharging volatile chemicals were not directly connected to that pipeline, and were not involved in the pipeline explosion, they are part of the same network of gas wells, processing facilities and pipelines that has grown extensively over the last few years as SROG expanded its operations in Idaho. According to CAIA attorney James Piotrowski, “Payette County residents have, for years now, been trying to ensure that oil and gas exploration and development in southwest Idaho is done safely and fairly. Throughout those efforts SROG and Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) have refused to take steps that we’ve requested to prevent unintentional releases in the first place, and ensure that oil and gas operators are held responsible for the harm that occurs when they happen. Idaho law, however, has allowed them to drill wells where they will cause maximum harm, and to ignore prudent safety standards for the health of Idahoans and the land. IDL tends to focus on drilling as much as possible, without providing adequate protection for effected homeowners.”

Brock adds, “CAIA has worked for years to protect Idahoans from irresponsible oil and gas operations and we’ll continue employing all available resources to hold this industry and officials at every level of government accountable. We insist that the public agencies we pay to protect us - EPA, DEQ, IDL and IOGCC – start doing their job by shutting down these reckless operators immediately, until they correct the multitude of dangerous health and environmental violations that were documented many years ago and continue today. We encourage anyone living within miles of these facilities who worry that they or their animals may have been sickened by these volatile emissions to contact CAIA.  While Payette County is currently ground zero for active oil and gas operations, hundreds of thousands of acres have been leased for future drilling and thousands of miles of potentially explosive natural gas pipelines have been laid across the state, including in Ada County where CAIA is headquartered.  Citizens must stand up for their communities before even more of Idaho becomes a sacrifice zone to this industry.”


For additional information please contact:

Shelley Brock


President, Board of Directors – CAIA
Citizens Allied for Integrity and Accountability


(208) 559-6127


sbrock4idaho@gmail.com

 


Andrew Klooster


CO Field Advocate


Certified Optical Gas Imaging Thermographer


Certification #251862


(202) 887-1872 ext 143


aklooster@earthworksaction.org

 


 

The following links were provided by Klooster and include videos that identify the sources and the directions of plumes and provide a visual reference for the site at the time the OGI videos were recorded.


https://tinyurl.com/hwy30FLIRview

https://tinyurl.com/LittleWillowFLIRview

 


EPA Notice of Violation (NOV)    Dated 05/20/2020


Dear Mr. Brown and Mr. Weiser:


 


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is issuing the enclosed Notice and Finding of Violation (NOV/FOV) to Snake River Oil and Gas, LLC and Idaho Midstream, LLC (collectively “you”) under Section 113(a)(1) and (3) of the Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. § 7413(a)(1) and (3). We find that you are violating certain permits issued under the Idaho State Implementation Plan (SIP) and the Standards of Performance for Crude Oil and Natural Gas Production, Transmission and Distribution for which Construction, Modification or Reconstruction Commenced After August 23, 2011, found in 40 C.F.R. Part 60, Subpart OOOO, as well as the Standards of Performance for Crude Oil and Natural Gas Facilities for which Construction, Modification or Reconstruction Commenced After September 18, 2015, Subpart OOOOa, at the Little Willow Road Gathering Station located at 4649 Little Willow Road, New Plymouth, Idaho, and the Northwest Gas Processing Facility located at 4303 Highway 30 South, New Plymouth, Idaho.


 


Details of Violations:

 

71. During the July 2018 inspection, EPA inspectors detected emissions from pressure relief devices on nine of ten storage vessels at the NWGP Facility. EPA inspectors also detected emissions at a check valve located on the closed vent system used to route emissions from the storage vessels at the NWGP Facility.


 


72. During the July 2018 inspection, at the NWGP Facility, EPA inspectors observed large quantities of uncombusted hydrocarbon emissions leaving the flare. EPA inspectors requested information regarding operation of the flare, including a description of operations at the on-site flares, the net heating value of vent gas being sent to the flare, and the hydrogen content and exit velocity of the gas stream for the time period of the July 2018 inspection. EPA never received this information.


 


73. During the July 2018 inspection, EPA inspectors detected emissions from pressure relief devices on six produced water storage vessels and one oil storage vessel at the Little Willow Station.


 


74. Records of optical gas imaging inspections for Little Willow Station’s produced water tanks and crude oil tank from June 25, 2018 were collected by EPA inspectors as part of the July 2018 inspection. The inspection records show that each of the pressure relief devices were found leaking on June 25, 2018. The inspection records also show that the pressure relief devices were not resurveyed in accordance with EPA Method 21.


 


75. On January 17, 2020, Snake River submitted optical gas imaging inspection results at Little Willow Station’s produced water tanks and crude oil tanks. Thief hatches at the facility’s storage vessels were found to be leaking in the two quarters in 2018 following the inspection and in the first two quarters of 2019.


 


76. During the July 2018 inspection, EPA inspectors observed visible emissions from the vapor combustor used to control emissions from the six oil storage vessels at the Little Willow Station. Visible emissions were observed for at least three minutes and over the duration of the site visit.


 


77. On information and belief, since EPA’s July 2018 inspection, neither Idaho Midstream nor any previous owner has made changes at the NWGP Facility to address the design and operation issues observed by the EPA inspectors.


 


78. On information and belief, since EPA’s July 2018 inspection, neither Snake River nor any previous owner has made changes at the Little Willow Station to address the design and operation issues observed by the EPA inspectors.


 


Little Willow Violations

 


79. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Snake River and previous owners or operators, Snake River has not maintained continuous compliance with the Subparts OOOO and OOOOa emission control requirements applicable to each storage vessel at the Little Willow Station, including cover and closed vent system design and operation requirements. Snake River has thereby violated and continues to violate requirements of 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5395(c) and (e), 60.5411(b) and (c); 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5395a(b) and (e), 60.5411a(b) and (c); and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.


 


80. Snake River’s storage vessels at the Little Willow Station are affected facilities under Subparts OOOO and OOOOa, and based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Snake River and previous owners or operators, Snake River has failed to ensure that the covers on its storage vessels meet certain requirements, including that the covers and all openings shall form a continuous impermeable barrier over the entire surface area of the liquid in the vessel, and that each cover opening shall be secured in a closed, sealed position except when certain activities are ongoing. Snake River has thereby violated and continues to violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5411(b) and 60.5411a(b) and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.


 


81. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Snake River and previous owners or operators, Snake River has failed to design its closed vent systems to route all gases, vapors, and fumes emitted from the material in the storage vessels to a control device, and to design and operate closed vent systems with no detectable emissions, as determined using olfactory, visual, and auditory inspections. Snake River has thereby violated and continues to violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5411(c) and 60.5411a(c) and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.


 


82. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Snake River and previous owners or operators, Snake River has failed to design its vapor combustor system to collect the total organic compound vapors displaced from the oil storage tanks. Snake River has thereby violated and continues to violate the requirements of 2020 Little Willow PTC Condition 2.6.


 


83. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Snake River and previous owners or operators, Snake River’s oil storage vessels at the Little Willow Station are subject to Subpart OOOOa, and based on Snake River’s failure to operate its combustion control devices with no visible emissions, Snake River has violated and continues to violate 40 C.F.R. § 60.5412a(d)(1)(iii) or 40 C.F.R. § 60.5417a(h) and 40 C.F.R. § 60.5413a(e)(3).


 


NWGP Facility Violations (Highway 30 - Idaho Midstream plant)

 

84. Idaho Midstream has not performed monthly Subpart OOOO inspections of each storage vessel affected facility’s cover and closed vent system at the NWGP Facility. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues to violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5416(c) and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.


 


85. If the original emission determination for the storage vessel excluded storage vessel vapor that would be recovered and routed to a process through a vapor recovery unit, then Idaho Midstream’s failure to maintain required records violated the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5365(e)(3)(iii) and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.


 


86. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Idaho Midstream and previous owners or operators, Idaho Midstream has not maintained continuous compliance with the Subpart OOOO emission control requirements applicable to each storage vessel at the NWGP Facility, including cover and closed vent system design and operation requirements. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues to violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5395(c) and (e), 60.5411(b) and (c), and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.


 


87. Idaho Midstream’s storage vessels at the NWGP Facility are affected facilities under Subpart OOOO, and based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Idaho Midstream and previous owners or operators, Idaho Midstream has failed to ensure that the covers on its storage vessels meet certain requirements, including that the covers and all openings shall form a continuous impermeable barrier over the entire surface area of the liquid in the vessel, and that each cover opening shall be secured in a closed, sealed position except when certain activities are ongoing. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues to violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5411(b) and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.


 


88. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Idaho Midstream and previous owners or operators, Idaho Midstream has failed to design its closed vent systems to route all gases, vapors, and fumes emitted from the material in the storage vessels to a control device, and to design and operate closed vent systems with no detectable emissions, as determined using olfactory, visual, and auditory inspections. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues to violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5411(c) and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.


 


89. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Idaho Midstream and previous owners or operators, Idaho Midstream has failed to design its vapor recovery unit system to collect the total organic compound vapors displaced from the condensate storage tanks. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues to violate the requirements of 2017 NWGP PTC Condition 2.8.


 


90. Based on, among other things, Idaho Midstream’s failure to meet certain cover, closed vent and control device requirements, demonstrated by the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Idaho Midstream and previous owners or operators, Idaho Midstream has failed to demonstrate initial compliance at the storage vessel affected facilities at the NWGP Facility. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues to violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5410(h) and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.


 


EPA Website: Basic Information about Oil and Natural Gas Air Pollution Standards

The oil and natural gas industry includes a wide range of operations and equipment, from wells to natural gas gathering lines and processing facilities, to storage tanks, and transmission and distribution pipelines.


The industry is a significant source of emissions of methane, a potent greenhouse gas with a global warming potential more than 25 times that of carbon dioxide.                      


It also is the largest industrial source of emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs), a group of chemicals that contribute to the formation of ground-level ozone (smog). Exposure to ozone is linked to a wide range of health effects, including aggravated asthma, increased emergency room visits and hospital admissions, and premature death.


In addition to helping form ozone, VOC emissions from the oil and gas industry include air toxics such as benzene, ethylbenzene, and n-hexane, also come from this industry. Air toxics are pollutants known, or suspected of causing cancer and other serious health effects.  



CAIA Utilizes Infrared Technology - Exposes Illegal Toxic Emissions
Spewing Unchecked for Years from Idaho Oil & Gas Operations

Watchdog group says corporate negligence and epic regulatory failure continue to
endanger health and safety of Idahoans and environment

As part of their continuing efforts to protect Idaho residents from irresponsible oil and
gas operations in residential areas, the Idaho non-profit Citizens Allied for Integrity and
Accountability (CAIA) toured Payette County in late May of this year with a
representative from Earthworks to monitor for potentially dangerous emissions from
Payette County oil and gas facilities owned and operated by Arkansas-based Snake River
Oil and Gas (SROG) and their sister company Idaho Midstream (IM).

ITC-certified optical gas imaging thermographer Andrew Klooster is based in Denver,
Colorado, where he routinely monitors oil and gas production operations for Earthworks,
a non-profit that works across the US and abroad to protect air, water and land, and
ensure healthy communities and corporate accountability. On May 26, 2023,

Klooster recorded concerning OGI (optical gas imaging) footage revealing

significant, hazardous emissions being released at SROG and IM’s Little Willow Road
and Highway 30 gas processing facilities in Payette County. OGI cameras are specially
designed infrared cameras that contain filters allowing them to identify hydrocarbon
pollutants such as methane and other volatile organic compounds (VOC’s), including
cancer causing chemicals invisible to the human eye. These cameras are a proven
monitoring technology utilized by the US EPA, state regulatory agencies, and the oil and
gas industry to detect emissions from leaks and malfunctions at oil and gas facilities.

Following the discovery of these uncontrolled hydrocarbon emissions from SROG
facilities, CAIA filed formal complaints with Idaho Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) against the 2 aforementioned facilities based on its finding. Despite
compelling footage of active, ongoing pollution, DEQ has not taken any action, instead
referring Idaho citizens to the federal EPA for action. CAIA was informed that the Idaho
DEQ only has authority to review SROG’s paperwork, and that it does not have either the
expertise or the authority to enforce environmental laws prohibiting or limiting the
discharge of natural gas, methane, or other hazardous substances coming from oil and gas
wells or treatment facilities.

In response to media coverage of CAIA’s complaint Snake River Oil and Gas co-owner
Richard Brown asserted, “We are unaware of this report and we do not feel it is prudent
to comment on any report that does not pertain to our facilities. We work closely with
Idaho regulators to ensure we are operating above and beyond industry standards.”

Idaho Oil and Gas Conservation Commissioner (IOGCC) Jennifer Riebe responded
publicly that: “There are multiple state agencies that ensure the integrity of the gas wells
including the Department of Environmental Quality, Department of Water Resources,
and the (Idaho) Department of Lands. DEQ oversees air quality and thus

regulates emissions. IDL staff regularly inspect the wells and processing facilities. If a

W.Barlow-PC0025



leak were detected, the Department would require actions to bring the facilities into
compliance. The inspections so far in 2023 have not indicated any violations. There are
no known leaks or complaints against Snake River Oil and Gas at this time.”

Immediately upon receiving DEQ’s response to their complaint, CAIA requested public
records from EPA pertaining to multiple violations the federal agency had reportedly
uncovered at these same 2 facilities back in 2020. In September CAIA received the first
set of responses from EPA. The records show that EPA had collected their own OGI
evidence which, clear back in 2018, had uncovered countless, serious violations of
multiple regulatory laws that have allowed dangerous emissions to spew uninterrupted
from both of the facilities in question for at least half a decade now. The recently
disclosed records show that EPA had sent repeated notifications of these violations
directly to Arkansas-based SROG co-owner and manager Richard Brown and his partner
Chris Weiser (Idaho Midstream, LLC) as well as to their predecessor companies on
05/20/2020, 04/30/2019 and 01/07/2020, but received no response from the operators.

Surprisingly, shortly after media reports of CAIA’s complaint surfaced, public records
show that IDL conducted a prompt inspection of the H30 plant in question and
documented for the first time in the agency’s posted history that the facility was ‘out of
compliance’ due to hazardous emissions leaking from multiple sources.

CAIA President Shelley Brock asserts “Idaho citizens are incensed by state officials who
continue to make false claims that Idaho oil and gas operators are strictly policed and that
they are following all protective rules and laws when the evidence both from CAIA and
the EPA shows that the oil industry has ignored the law and any attempts to hold it
accountable, and they have been allowed to continue operating illegally for years.”

According to Klooster, “The Notice Of Violation (NOV) from EPA indicates that there
was evidence of uncontrolled emissions from storage tanks at both Little Willow and the
H30 Gas Processing Plant in 2018. This evidence provided by EPA coincides with the
uncontrolled emissions we filmed at both facilities this spring many years later, which
suggests that what we documented may highlight ongoing, unaddressed issues. It also
suggests that Snake River and Idaho Midstream have been aware of issues with the
storage tanks in the past and that our investigation may have exposed a longstanding
pattern of negligence. What we have uncovered here just confirms that, as usual, this
industry continues to benefit from lax oversight that focuses primarily on self-reporting
and voluntary compliance.”

On October 12, 2023, a natural gas pipeline exploded in Middleton, Idaho, resulting in a
call to evacuate the town of 10,000 people. While the gas processing facilities that CAIA
found to be discharging volatile chemicals were not directly connected to that pipeline,
and were not involved in the pipeline explosion, they are part of the same network of gas
wells, processing facilities and pipelines that has grown extensively over the last few
years as SROG expanded its operations in Idaho. According to CAIA attorney James
Piotrowski, “Payette County residents have, for years now, been trying to ensure that oil
and gas exploration and development in southwest Idaho is done safely and fairly.
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Throughout those efforts SROG and Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) have refused to
take steps that we’ve requested to prevent unintentional releases in the first place, and
ensure that oil and gas operators are held responsible for the harm that occurs when they
happen. Idaho law, however, has allowed them to drill wells where they will cause
maximum harm, and to ignore prudent safety standards for the health of Idahoans and the
land. IDL tends to focus on drilling as much as possible, without providing adequate
protection for effected homeowners.”

Brock adds, “CAIA has worked for years to protect Idahoans from irresponsible oil and
gas operations and we’ll continue employing all available resources to hold this industry
and officials at every level of government accountable. We insist that the public agencies
we pay to protect us - EPA, DEQ, IDL and IOGCC — start doing their job by shutting
down these reckless operators immediately, until they correct the multitude of dangerous
health and environmental violations that were documented many years ago and continue
today. We encourage anyone living within miles of these facilities who worry that they or
their animals may have been sickened by these volatile emissions to contact CAIA.
While Payette County is currently ground zero for active oil and gas operations, hundreds
of thousands of acres have been leased for future drilling and thousands of miles of
potentially explosive natural gas pipelines have been laid across the state, including in
Ada County where CAIA is headquartered. Citizens must stand up for their communities
before even more of Idaho becomes a sacrifice zone to this industry.”

For additional information please contact:
Shelley Brock

President, Board of Directors — CAIA

Citizens Allied for Integrity and Accountability
(208) 559-6127

sbrock4idaho@gmail.com

Andrew Klooster

CO Field Advocate

Certified Optical Gas Imaging Thermographer
Certification #251862

(202) 887-1872 ext 143
aklooster(@earthworksaction.org

The following links were provided by Klooster and include videos that identify the
sources and the directions of plumes and provide a visual reference for the site at the time
the OGI videos were recorded.

https://tinyurl.com/hwy30FLIRview
https://tinyurl.com/LittleWillowFLIRview

EPA Notice of Violation (NOV) Dated 05/20/2020
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Dear Mr. Brown and Mr. Weiser:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is issuing the enclosed Notice
and Finding of Violation (NOV/FQOV) to Snake River Oil and Gas, LLC and Idaho
Midstream, LLC (collectively “you”) under Section 113(a)(1) and (3) of the Clean
Air Act, 42 U.S.C. § 7413(a)(1) and (3). We find that you are violating certain
permits issued under the Idaho State Implementation Plan (SIP) and the
Standards of Performance for Crude Oil and Natural Gas Production,
Transmission and Distribution for which Construction, Modification or
Reconstruction Commenced After August 23, 2011, found in 40 C.F.R. Part 60,
Subpart OO0O0, as well as the Standards of Performance for Crude Oil and
Natural Gas Facilities for which Construction, Modification or Reconstruction
Commenced After September 18, 2015, Subpart OOO0Oa, at the Little Willow
Road Gathering Station located at 4649 Little Willow Road, New Plymouth,
Idaho, and the Northwest Gas Processing Facility located at 4303 Highway
30 South, New Plymouth, Idaho.

Details of Violations:

71. During the July 2018 inspection, EPA inspectors detected emissions from
pressure relief devices on nine of ten storage vessels at the NWGP Facility. EPA
inspectors also detected emissions at a check valve located on the closed vent
system used to route emissions from the storage vessels at the NWGP Facility.

72. During the July 2018 inspection, at the NWGP Facility, EPA inspectors
observed large quantities of uncombusted hydrocarbon emissions leaving the
flare. EPA inspectors requested information regarding operation of the flare,
including a description of operations at the on-site flares, the net heating value of
vent gas being sent to the flare, and the hydrogen content and exit velocity of the
gas stream for the time period of the July 2018 inspection. EPA never received
this information.

73. During the July 2018 inspection, EPA inspectors detected emissions from
pressure relief devices on six produced water storage vessels and one oil
storage vessel at the Little Willow Station.

74. Records of optical gas imaging inspections for Little Willow Station’s
produced water tanks and crude oil tank from June 25, 2018 were collected by
EPA inspectors as part of the July 2018 inspection. The inspection records show
that each of the pressure relief devices were found leaking on June 25, 2018.
The inspection records also show that the pressure relief devices were not
resurveyed in accordance with EPA Method 21.

75. On January 17, 2020, Snake River submitted optical gas imaging inspection
results at Little Willow Station’s produced water tanks and crude oil tanks. Thief
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hatches at the facility’s storage vessels were found to be leaking in the two
quarters in 2018 following the inspection and in the first two quarters of 2019.

76. During the July 2018 inspection, EPA inspectors observed visible emissions
from the vapor combustor used to control emissions from the six oil storage
vessels at the Little Willow Station. Visible emissions were observed for at least
three minutes and over the duration of the site visit.

77. On information and belief, since EPA’s July 2018 inspection, neither Idaho
Midstream nor any previous owner has made changes at the NWGP Facility to
address the design and operation issues observed by the EPA inspectors.

78. On information and belief, since EPA’s July 2018 inspection, neither Snake
River nor any previous owner has made changes at the Little Willow Station to
address the design and operation issues observed by the EPA inspectors.

Little Willow Violations

79. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels
observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Snake River and previous
owners or operators, Snake River has not maintained continuous compliance
with the Subparts OOO0O and OOOOa emission control requirements applicable
to each storage vessel at the Little Willow Station, including cover and closed
vent system design and operation requirements. Snake River has thereby
violated and continues to violate requirements of 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5395(c) and
(e), 60.5411(b) and (c); 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5395a(b) and (e), 60.5411a(b) and (c);
and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.

80. Snake River’s storage vessels at the Little Willow Station are affected
facilities under Subparts OOOO and OOO0OQa, and based on the above described
detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left
unaddressed by Snake River and previous owners or operators, Snake River has
failed to ensure that the covers on its storage vessels meet certain requirements,
including that the covers and all openings shall form a continuous impermeable
barrier over the entire surface area of the liquid in the vessel, and that each cover
opening shall be secured in a closed, sealed position except when certain
activities are ongoing. Snake River has thereby violated and continues to violate
the requirements of 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5411(b) and 60.5411a(b) and Section 111 of
the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.

81. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels
observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Snake River and previous
owners or operators, Snake River has failed to design its closed vent systems to
route all gases, vapors, and fumes emitted from the material in the storage
vessels to a control device, and to design and operate closed vent systems with
no detectable emissions, as determined using olfactory, visual, and auditory
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inspections. Snake River has thereby violated and continues to violate the
requirements of 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5411(c) and 60.5411a(c) and Section 111 of the
CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.

82. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels
observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Snake River and previous
owners or operators, Snake River has failed to design its vapor combustor
system to collect the total organic compound vapors displaced from the oil
storage tanks. Snake River has thereby violated and continues to violate the
requirements of 2020 Little Willow PTC Condition 2.6.

83. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels
observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Snake River and previous
owners or operators, Snake River’s oil storage vessels at the Little Willow Station
are subject to Subpart OO0OOa, and based on Snake River’s failure to operate its
combustion control devices with no visible emissions, Snake River has violated
and continues to violate 40 C.F.R. § 60.5412a(d)(1)(iii) or 40 C.F.R. §
60.5417a(h) and 40 C.F.R. § 60.5413a(e)(3).

NWGP Facility Violations (Highway 30 - Idaho Midstream plant)

84. [daho Midstream has not performed monthly Subpart OOOO inspections of
each storage vessel affected facility’s cover and closed vent system at the
NWGP Facility. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues to violate
the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5416(c) and Section 111 of the CAA, 42
U.S.C. § 7411.

85. If the original emission determination for the storage vessel excluded storage
vessel vapor that would be recovered and routed to a process through a vapor
recovery unit, then Idaho Midstream’s failure to maintain required records
violated the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5365(e)(3)(iii) and Section 111 of the
CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.

86. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels
observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by Idaho Midstream and previous
owners or operators, ldaho Midstream has not maintained continuous
compliance with the Subpart OOOO emission control requirements applicable to
each storage vessel at the NWGP Facility, including cover and closed vent
system design and operation requirements. Idaho Midstream has thereby
violated and continues to violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. §§ 60.5395(c)
and (e), 60.5411(b) and (c), and Section 111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.

87. Idaho Midstream’s storage vessels at the NWGP Facility are affected
facilities under Subpart OOOO, and based on the above described detectable
emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by
Idaho Midstream and previous owners or operators, Idaho Midstream has failed
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to ensure that the covers on its storage vessels meet certain requirements,
including that the covers and all openings shall form a continuous impermeable
barrier over the entire surface area of the liquid in the vessel, and that each cover
opening shall be secured in a closed, sealed position except when certain
activities are ongoing. Ildaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues to
violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5411(b) and Section 111 of the CAA,
42 U.S.C. §7411.

88. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels
observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by ldaho Midstream and previous
owners or operators, ldaho Midstream has failed to design its closed vent
systems to route all gases, vapors, and fumes emitted from the material in the
storage vessels to a control device, and to design and operate closed vent
systems with no detectable emissions, as determined using olfactory, visual, and
auditory inspections. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues to
violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5411(c) and Section 111 of the CAA,
42 U.S.C. §7411.

89. Based on the above described detectable emissions from storage vessels
observed by EPA staff and left unaddressed by ldaho Midstream and previous
owners or operators, ldaho Midstream has failed to design its vapor recovery unit
system to collect the total organic compound vapors displaced from the
condensate storage tanks. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated and continues
to violate the requirements of 2017 NWGP PTC Condition 2.8.

90. Based on, among other things, ldaho Midstream’s failure to meet certain
cover, closed vent and control device requirements, demonstrated by the above
described detectable emissions from storage vessels observed by EPA staff and
left unaddressed by Idaho Midstream and previous owners or operators, Idaho
Midstream has failed to demonstrate initial compliance at the storage vessel
affected facilities at the NWGP Facility. Idaho Midstream has thereby violated
and continues to violate the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 60.5410(h) and Section
111 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. § 7411.

EPA Website: Basic Information about Oil and Natural Gas Air Pollution
Standards

The oil and natural gas industry includes a wide range of operations and
equipment, from wells to natural gas gathering lines and processing facilities, to
storage tanks, and transmission and distribution pipelines.

The industry is a significant source of emissions of methane, a potent

greenhouse gas with a global warming potential more than 25 times that of
carbon dioxide.
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https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases#methane
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases#methane

It also is the largest industrial source of emissions of volatile organic compounds
(VOCs), a group of chemicals that contribute to the formation of ground-level
ozone (smog). Exposure to ozone is linked to a wide range of health effects,
including aggravated asthma, increased emergency room visits and hospital
admissions, and premature death.

In addition to helping form ozone, VOC emissions from the oil and gas industry
include air toxics such as benzene, ethylbenzene, and n-hexane, also come from
this industry. Air toxics are pollutants known, or suspected of causing cancer and
other serious health effects.
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https://www.epa.gov/ozone-pollution/health-effects-ozone-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/ozone-pollution/health-effects-ozone-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/ozone-pollution/health-effects-ozone-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/ozone-pollution/health-effects-ozone-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/haps
https://www.epa.gov/haps
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